
E-News: Winter Edition 

Welcome to the HBPRCA Winter Edition e-news.  

 

HBPRCA Future 

On behalf of The Executive of the HBPRCA we thank members for taking the time to vote on the 

proposed name for the HBPRCA. We received votes from 103 members, and we are pleased to 

announce the name for the new entity will be Hypertension Australia.  

 

In line with the constitutional change, a discussion paper has been drawn up to reflect the many 

discussions had by the Constitution Working Group. This was circulated to members for comments, 

and we thank you all for taking the time to read it and send through your comments. Currently our 

Constitution Working Group is going through these comments to ensure all concerns are addressed 

before we move onto drafting the constitution.  As a reminder the full recording of the consultation 

process and meeting minutes is available HERE.  

 

Annual Scientific Meeting: 

The Annual Scientific Meeting this year will be held in Melbourne from the 7th-9th of December.  

Following two years of virtual meetings the HBPRCA is excited to get back to an in-person format. 

The program this year is shaping to be an excellent mix of didactic and interactive sessions, as well as 

oral and poster presentations. Additional workshops will run as part of the meeting, including the 

very popular Early Career Researcher Symposium. The meeting will include dedicated sessions 

featuring Students and Early Career Researchers, who will be eligible for prestigious awards 

including the best poster and oral presentations, along with the chance for winners to visit and 

present their work in the USA and UK at reciprocal society meetings.  

Make sure to note the following key dates in your diary so you don’t miss out on the opportunities 

this exciting meeting brings:  

• Registration and Abstracts open – 31st of July 

• Abstracts and Early bird Registrations close – 1st of October 

• Notification of acceptance (oral vs poster) – 4th of November 

• Abstracts withdrawn for non-registration – 18th of November   

Exciting Invited Lectures include: 

RD Wright Lecturer: Professor Tazeen Jafar  

Professor in the Program of Health Services & Systems Research at Duke-NUS 

Medical School, Singapore. Professor Jafar is a global health leader and expert in 

implementation research in hypertension, cardiovascular disease, and chronic 

kidney disease. 

https://yoursecretariat.eventsair.com/hbprca-consultation/hbp


 

Colin I Johnston Lecturer: Professor Rebecca Ritchie  

Theme Leader of the Drug Discovery Biology Theme in the Monash 

Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences (MIPS) Monash University, 

Melbourne. Professor Ritchie’s research objective is the identification 

of new treatment strategies for arresting the progression of heart 

failure, particularly in the context of diabetes and myocardial 

infarction. 

 

Austin Doyle Lecture: Professor Laura Mackay 

Peter Doherty Institute – University of Melbourne. Professor Mackay is 

Laboratory Head at The Peter Doherty Institute at The University of Melbourne. 

Professor Mackay’s laboratory studies memory T cell responses, with a focus on 

the signals that control tissue-resident memory T cell differentiation, with a view 

to harness these cells to develop new treatments against infection and cancer. 

 

Invited Speaker: Associate Professor Aaron Sverdlov 

University of Newcastle, NSW. Associate Professor Aaron Sverdlov is a 

cardiologist and clinician-scientist with interests in basic through to clinical 

research. His research interests encompass a broad spectrum of topics 

related to heart failure and cardio-oncology, including investigations into 

the cardiovascular complications of cancer therapies. 

 

 

Invited Speaker: Professor Alta Schutte  

University of New South Wales. Alta (Aletta E.) Schutte PhD FESC FRRSAF ISHF 

is SHARP Professor and Principal Theme Lead of Cardiac, Vascular and 

Metabolic Medicine in the Faculty of Medicine and Health at UNSW Sydney, 

Australia; with a joint appointment as Professorial Fellow at the George 

Institute for Global Health. Professor Schutte has extensive experience in 

working in population-based studies with a focus on raised blood pressure, 

hypertension, and cardiovascular disease. 

 

Invited Speaker: Professor Allison Venn 

Director of the Menzies Institute for Medical Research and Professor of 

Epidemiology, University of Tasmania. Professor Venn's current research 

interests are in the causes, prevention, and management of chronic 

disease, with a particular focus on the factors that lead to the 

development of cardiovascular disease and diabetes later in life. 



Women in Hypertension Spotlight 

This section highlights one female member of the HBPRCA, interviewed 

by Dr Audrey Adji (Women in Hypertension portfolio, Executive 

Committee of HBPRCA).  

In this issue Audrey interviewed Dr Priscilla Prestes.  

1. What is your current role?  

I am a research fellow at the Health Innovation and Transformation 

Centre at Federation University Australia. 

2. Why do you choose a research career?  

 

I’ve always been a curious person wanting to know how/why things work. My work on genetics of 

hypertension allows me to harness this curiosity and explore ways to help decrease the burden of 

disease. 

3. What current challenge are you facing and what are your strategies to overcome this? 

 

My biggest challenge has been to regain research momentum after being on maternity leave. To 

overcome this, I have been more involved in various student projects while progressing with my 

broader research program.  

4. Do you have advice to your younger colleagues?  

 

Use your time wisely and enjoy your life! Looking busy shouldn’t be glorified. 

5. What is the highlight of your career?  

 

I’ve been awarded the Victoria Fellowship while still a PhD candidate.  

6. How can we better support each other in research? 

We need to listen to people’s requests for help and feedback, whether that is with applications, 

presentations or experiments. Including junior researchers in funding applications would also be 

extremely supportive as it increases someone’s experience and might help with their applications in 

the future. 

 

ABPM Masterclass & Webinar Series  

Following on the back of HBPRCA’s successful Webinar Series throughout 2021, our Education 

Portfolio Representative, Associate Professor Anastasia Mihailidou has outlined a fantastic program 

for our 2022 Webinar Series.  

The first of the series was held on the 27th of April entitled ‘Role for vascular/cardiac stiffness 

assessment in the Clinic for cardiovascular risk and management’. This exciting webinar was chaired 

by Anastasia and presenters included: Dr. Audrey Adji, Dr. Mark Butlin and Prof. James Cameron. To 

view the recording please click HERE.  

Upcoming topics include the list below so keep an eye on your inbox for further information:  

• ABPM Masterclass 

https://yoursecretariat.eventsair.com/vascular-stiffness/vas


• Absolute Risk Estimation – Why it Matters & are there Gender Differences? 

• Indigenous Medicine 
 
On the 30th of October 2021 HBPRCA also held the inaugural ABPM Masterclass to celebrate and 

coincide with the launch of ABPM being listed as an MBS Item.  The program was approved by the 

RACGP as an Accredited Activity worth 40 points and delved deeply into ABPM matters and provided 

plenty of practical tips, tools, and feedback.  

Due to the high success and demand of this Masterclass we have decided to re-run this RACGP 

Accredited Activity again! Full details can be found on the website HERE. Ensure to get in and 

register quickly as places are limited!   

 

https://yoursecretariat.eventsair.com/2022-abpm-meeting

